PROGRAM AMENDMENTS: ASAA 2008
1
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE HOTEL
All panels allocated to room UN 1604 have been relocated to Club Room 1 on the 9th floor of the hotel. Access is via the lift on the 1st floor. An unexpected problem has arisen with UN 1604 and the Mirvac group apologises for any inconvenience.
2
CHANGES IN TIMING OF SOME PRESENTATIONS

Helene Chung’s paper on ‘Ching Chong China Girl’ has shifted from SESSION 8 to SESSION 2 Wednesday 2 July 11am -12.30pm Chair: David Chandler; Panel ‘Identity 1: Asia General. Room UN1608.

Kapil Kumar’s paper on ‘Historians and History in the Age of Marketing: Some Reflections from India’ has shifted from SESSION 5 to SESSION 7 Thursday 3 July 1.30pm to 3.30pm Colonialism 6: Colonialism and State Formation chaired by David Chandler.  Room UN1606.

CHAIR for Democracy 3 is now Zaijun Yuan, Ph.D candidate, Monash University

CHAIR for Asian Diasporas in Australia is now Leon Comber, Hon. Research Fellow, MAI, Monash University.
CHAIR for Asian Industries 2: Science Industries is now Bob Rice, Research Fellow, Economics, Monash University.
3
SPECIAL DINNER AFTER ‘WOMEN IN ASIA LECTURE’
Thursday 3rd July 7pm after the ‘Women in Asia Lecture’ by Dr Sudha Nair, there will be a special ‘Women in Asia’ Dinner. Venue TBC.

4
REVISED BIOGRAPHY FOR DR SUDHA NAIR

Sudha Nair is Director, Ecotechnology at the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation and heads a multi-disciplinary group which looks into developing technology delivery models  to nurture livelihoods in rural areas. The delivery models are based on a human centric approach and seek to adopt an inclusive approach. She also coordinates microbial diversity assessment studies to harness beneficial organisms in promoting good agricultural practices. She is actively involved in mobilizing science and technology for the empowerment of women at both the national and international levels via various committees that promote gender equity through S&T. She is one of the Regional Advisory Members of such a network, GEST, with UNESCO/UNDP and has been actively associated with this in last 12 years. She is also a member in the National Committee set by the Ministry of S&T for Women in Science, a member of the Gender Advisory Board, UNCSTD, TWOWS. She was the convener and presently serves as one of the Governing Body members and Scientific Advisory Committee for the first Women's Biotech Parking Chennai. Her interests include the promotion of eco-entrepreneurship among women and  IPR related issues. She was awarded the Women Bioscientist award in 2002 from the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Prof BD Tilak Award in 2006. She has numerous peer reviewed publications in the above fields. Her Ph.D. was in microbiology from the University of Madras, India.
5
ABSTRACTS FOR PANEL ON RUSSIAN/CHINESE FAMINES 

SESSION 8 Thursday 3rd July 3.30pm to 5.00pm

Chair: Marika Vicziany; Panel: The Common Ground in the Great Leap Famines of the Soviet Union and China: Statistical Fiascos and Propaganda Images. Room: UN1609

Stephen Wheatcroft is Professor of Soviet History in the School of Historical Studies at the University of Melbourne, where he was also the foundation Director of the Centre for Russian and Euro-asian Studies. Together with R.W.Davies (CREES, University of Birmingham) he has completed a major study of the Soviet Famine. R.W.Davies & S.G.Wheatcroft, The Years of Hunger: Soviet Agriculture, 1931-1933, Palgrave-Macmillan 2004. He is centrally involved in the publication of six volumes of Soviet archival materials on the Tragedy of the Soviet Village, 1927-1939, which have already appeared in Russian and with their English language versions which are currently being published by Yale University Press. He is currently working with Stephen Morgan, Anthony Garnaut and Cormac O’Grada on an ARC Discovery Project that is comparing the Great Chinese and Soviet Famines.   Anthony Garnaut is a researcher at the University of Melbourne.

S.G. Wheatcroft   ‘The 1926-32 statistical fiasco in the USSR’

This paper considers why there was a serious breakdown in the reliability of statistical indicators in the years preceding the great Soviet famine of 1931-33. It analyses the attitudes of various Soviet political leaders to expert statistical work on surveying the economy. It describes the creation and work of the Soviet Central Statistical Administration and its involvement in centralised economic planning. It identifies a series of major crises and shifts in the basis of harvest evaluations from 1926 to 1932. The Soviet Central Statistical Administration was folded into Gosplan (the central planning body of the SU) in late 1929, which led to ‘plan constructivism’ and a serious loss of statistical reliability. Two years later, in early 1932 and prior to the outbreak of famine, there was a serious attempt to improve the situation. A new more powerful statistical agency was formed that was given greater independence from Gosplan and received some powerful political support to build more meaningful indicators. In the following years, there was a distinct improvement in the reliability of the data that was produced, but the political pressures to distort these indicators also increased. The result was complex: distortions still occurred in the published data, but there are grounds to believe that internally from 1932 the political leadership had relatively reliable data available to it.  This appears to be a major difference with the Chinese statistical services, were it appears that statistical corruption affected internal as well as external published indicators.    

S.G. Wheatcroft & A. Garnaut   ‘Representations of rural life and food problems during times of famine in posters and other graphic art forms’ 

A series of posters and other graphic images from the times of famine in the USSR and China will be presented and discussed. These cover both famines that were officially acknowledged and could therefore be portrayed in graphical images, as well as famines that were denied for which no direct references were permitted. 

Anthony Garnaut      The rise and fall of the grain harvest of 1958

The first Five Year Plan was implemented in China from 1953 to 1957. As it was originally conceived by the Chinese Communist leadership, this represented the adaptation of the Soviet system of economic planning to the specific historical conditions of China. A range of new institutions were established in 1953 to provide expert advice to support the planning system, including agricultural research institutes and a new Bureau of Statistics. The planning system shared many of the negative characteristics of the Soviet planning system on which it was modelled, such as the phenomenon of ‘plan constructivism’ whereby production statistics had a tendency to reflect the desired outcome of planners rather than reality, and where great pressure was placed on experts to tailor their expert advice to the needs of the political agenda of the day. While these were serious shortcomings of the Chinese planned economy system, the mere fact that China adopted the Soviet economic model did not cause famine. The Chinese famine of 1958-62 occurred at the point where Mao Zedong turned his back on Soviet advice and launched his own ambitious development program. In the process, he led China down paths that the 
Soviet Union had taken a generation earlier, through which the Soviets had learnt a hard lesson. This paper will focus on the rise and fall of the grain harvest of 1958. At one point, official statistics showed that the harvest had increased three-fold over that of the previous year, but this figure was subsequently revised. 

6
ABSTRACTS FOR TEACHER’S PANEL   
SESSION 4 Wednesday 2nd July 4pm to 5.30pm
Chair: Lisa Hayman; Panel: What’s happening in Schools? Room: Washington 4
Brent BRICKHILL Pascoe Vale South Primary School, VIC “A school in the Engage with Asia project” 

As a school in the Leading 21st Century Schools: Engage with Asia project, we at Pascoe Vale South Primary School are working to integrate studies of Asia across our school curriculum. Historically only our year 5/6 students have studied Asia through an integrated studies unit focussing on Japan and Indonesia. This unit encompassed SOSE, Technology, English and the Arts.  We are currently working to modify our approach to Studies of Asia and will be transferring this unit and many of it’s objectives to our year 3/4 team.  Our purpose is to extend and challenge our students in 5/6 to deepen their understandings.  The unit being developed for middle years will focus on China, India and Australia. Comparisons will be made between the cultures and government systems of the three nations.  Our 1/2 team, in their unit on Immigration, focus on Asia as part of the wider picture of immigration in Melbourne.  Using family backgrounds as a starting point, teachers explore the broad tapestry that makes up our local community.  Finally, our prep students have begun to explore zoo animals through new eyes as they focus on the animals from neighbouring countries.  Guided reading, home reading, big books and other resources with a studies of Asia focus are regularly purchased and used across the school.  This, paired with recent staff professional development in the studies of Asia, has kept this area of the curriculum alive and growing at Pascoe Vale South PS.

Reena CAVOURAS Victor Harbor High School, SA “Integrating the studies of Asia at Victor Harbor High School”

As an Access Asia school, we at Victor Harbor High School integrate studies of Asia across our school curriculum. Our middle school students study Asia in Society and Environment, Technology, English, Maths and Indonesian. Our senior school students study Asia in Australian Studies, Maths, Technology, Studies of Society, English, Indonesian, French, Home Economics and Physical Education. Students are able to study Asia in a theoretical capacity and often in practical activities. During August our school community participates in Asian activities within the school and in the town and at our feeder primary schools. My colleague and I would like to share with other teachers some of the activities we have developed to engage students with studies of Asia and the methods we have used to encourage support from colleagues. 

Clinton GREY Essendon Keilor College “Beyond disengagement: Teaching India and China to Year 10s”
An account of my experience in designing and teaching an ‘Asian Studies’ course to a bunch of disengaged Year 10 students.  The course examined two historical narratives: the creation of Modern India, 1857-1947 and the Chinese Revolution, 1911-1949. It details the problems, process and practicalities of teaching ‘Asian Studies’ in a Victorian government school.
Annette MOULT  PEO for English-literacy Tasmania, TAS  “Understanding India through everyday, popular and traditional texts”

The unit aims to increase students' understanding of India by examining the depiction of Indian culture in texts, especially visual texts. The story of the Ramayana is central, being deconstructed through an examination of fairy stories, comics and picture books. The unit ends by assessing how Indian people see themselves through authentic popular texts from India including women's magazines and advertising. 

7
NEW ABSTRACT FOR SESSION 5 The Arts 4: Music and Social Change

Thursday 3 July 9.00am -10.20am Monika Winarnita ‘The Indonesian Dance-off: Showdown over Stat(e)us in Australia’s  Western Frontier
Anthropologists writing about multiculturalism frequently revert to discussions of ethnic eating and performance spectacle either as a superficial expressions of harmony (Hage 1998, Hall 1997) or as crucial to migrant identity  (Bottomley 1992, Ram 2005). This paper stresses the importance of an insider’s perspective on ethnic performance in a migrant setting. It is based on an ethnography of Indonesian dancers in Perth, Western Australia. As Indonesian performers,  they feel compelled to work within a superficially homogenous Indonesian national culture (Acciaioli 1985, Widodo 1995, Yampolsky 1995) and as migrants within a similarly superficial context of Australia’s multicultural identity. At the same time, their performance is crucial to identity. These cultural actors see themselves as professional dancers—they practise everyday and take their performance very seriously. Yet, they use their performance not to ‘speak to’ the Australian public but rather to their own migrant community—the Perth Indonesian community. As I demonstrate, the performances become a symbolic ritual that unites the members of a category of people in pursuit to construct a shared meaning of themselves (Durkheim 1915). The Indonesian dancers use these performances in an attempt to achieve their aspiration of gaining status within the Indonesian community. Their status aspirations and performance of ‘Indonesian-ness’ are shaped by a migrant trans-national reality. The performers see themselves as a cosmopolitan patriots and international ‘artists’. They evoke a shared cultural citizenship; the everyday vernaculars, aspirations and activity as citizens. Thus, I question the dichotomy of superficial-significant in understanding these dancers’ performance.
8
NEW ABSTRACTS FOR CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Helen McCartney (Monash Asia Institute):  Micro-finance in Cambodia

The Micro-Finance System in Cambodia was created in the 1990s with support from micro-credit promoters and international donors. Since that time, the high demand for financial resources in the context of a developing market economy in Cambodia means that many villagers become reliant upon external financial services.  The Saving for Self- Reliance (SfR) program was introduced as a local development initiative to address an urgent need for access to credit to support rural livelihood activities, rebuild social cohesion and recall the culture of cooperation which was lost during the war period.  This paper explores both opportunities and barriers to women’s economic empowerment through their participation in SfR groups in four provinces of rural Cambodia. Significant numbers of women have participated in this development initiative and have been able to mobilize community resources and group members. They have learned how to manage cash and lend locally owned capital to SfR group members. However, gender-related cultural, economic and educational inequalities continue to limit their participation and representation in SfR groups, and there is a need to build upon women’s existing capacities and potentials within their SfR roles and responsibilities.
Aneela Babar, Judith Shaw and Marika Vicziany (Monash Asia Institute): Mohile Phone Access and Usage among Female Micro-Entrepreneurs in Bombay City.

The use of the mobile phone in developing countries has been growing exponentially and is intimately related to general economic growth. Despite this, the role of mobile phones in women’s micro-enterprises remains under-researched. In particular, how women from poor, working class families use the mobile phone in expanding their businesses is poorly understood.  Yet this kind of self-employment is likely to lead to better job growth than most other strategies such as those typical of the anti-poverty programs.  This paper analyses preliminary findings from a study of telecommunications access and usage among 200 female micro-entrepreneurs in Bombay city.  Three groups of women from the working poor were selected for close study by in-depth interviews and questionnaires: women who prepare lunchtime tiffins, fisherwomen and women running beauty parlours. The paper addresses the following key questions. What are the characteristics of women who possess and use mobiles, and how are they distinguished from those who do not?  Second, how often and for what purposes do they use mobiles, and what features of the technology are most attractive?  Third, what is the actual and potential impact of mobile telecommunications on the performance of their businesses? Fourth, how does gender mediate their relationship to mobile technology? 
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